
One Hundred Years of Solitude 
by Gabriel García Márquez 
 

Discussion Questions 
1. What kinds of solitude occur in the novel (for example, solitude of 
pride, grief, power, love, or death), and with whom are they associated? 
What circumstances produce them? What similarities and differences 
are there among the various kinds of solitude?  
 
2. What are the purposes and effects of the story's fantastic and magi-
cal elements? How does the fantastic operate in the characters' every-
day lives and personalities? How is the magical interwoven with ele-
ments drawn from history, myth, and politics?  
 
3. Why does García Márquez make repeated use of the "Many years 
later" formula? In what ways does this establish a continuity among 
past, present, and future? What expectations does it provoke? How do 
linear time and cyclical time function in the novel?  
 
4. To what extent is Macondo's founding, long isolation, and increasing 
links with the outside world an exodus from guilt and corruption to 
new life and innocence and, then, a reverse journey from innocence to 
decadence?  
 
5. What varieties of love occur in the novel? Does any kind of love 
transcend or transform the ravages of everyday life, politics and war-
fare, history, and time itself?  
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Discussion Questions continued 

6. What is the progression of visitors and newcomers to Macondo, beginning with 
the gypsies? How does each new individual and group affect the Buendías, the 
town, and the story?  
 
7. What is the importance of the various inventions, gadgets, and technological 
wonders introduced into Macondo over the years? Is the sequence in which they 
are introduced significant?  
 
8. What is Melquíades's role and that of his innovations, explorations, and parch-
ments? What is the significance of the "fact" that Melquíades "really had been 
through death, but he had returned because he could not bear the solitude"? Who 
else returns, and why?  
 
9. When and how do politics enter the life of Macondo? With what short-term 
and long-term consequences? Do the social-political aspects of life in Macondo 
over the years parallel actual events and trends?  
 
10. What types of women (from Úrsula and Pilar to Meme and Amaranta Úrsula) 
and what types of men (from José Arcadio to Aureliano Babilonia) are distinguish-
able? What characteristics do the men share? What characteristics do the women 
share?  
 
11. What dreams, prophecies, and premonitions occur in the novel? With which 
specific characters and events are they associated, and what is their purpose?  
 
12. When, how, and in what guises does death enter Macondo? With what conse-
quences?  
 
13. On the first page we are told that "The world was so recent that many things 
lacked names." What is the importance of names and of naming (of people, things, 
and events) in the novel?  



14. How do geography and topography--mountains, swamps, river, sea, etc.--affect 
Macondo's history, its citizens' lives, and the novel's progression?  
 
15. What aspects of the Buendía family dynamics are specific to Macondo? Which 
are reflective of family life everywhere and at any time? How do they relate to 
your experience and understanding of family life?  
 
16. How does García Márquez handle the issue and incidence of incest and its as-
sociation with violence beginning with José Arcadio and Úrsula's marriage and the 
shooting of Prudencio Aguilar? Is the sixth-generation incest of Aureliano Babilo-
nia and Amaranta Úrsula inevitable?    

Questions taken with permission from ReadingGroupGuides.com. 



For more information on our Book Club 2 Go program,   
including a list of all the available titles, please visit our Book 
Club 2 Go webpage: 
 

http://www.mtlaurel.lib.nj.us/readers/bookclubs.html 
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Looking for your next book club selection?  Just 
looking for a good book to read?  The library has 
several fun and useful tools for choosing your 
next read. 

NoveList Plus is a database every 
avid reader should check out.  Type 
in the name of your favorite book 
or author, and see what similar 
reads the NoveList experts  
recommend.   Wondering in what 
order to read your new series? 
Novelist Plus will tell you!  Read 
reviews, recommendations, and 
more from expert librarians across 
the nation.  The “Plus” means that 
Nonfiction is now included in this 
great database, too!   

Our library catalog now includes               
LibraryThing tags.  The tags in the 

box below are for The Brief Wondrous 
Live of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz.      

Perhaps you read the book and really 
enjoyed the fact that it took place in 
New Jersey.  If you click on the New 
Jersey tag, you can see all the similar 

books in our collection, with tales that 
took place in the Garden state.  For 
additional help using the tags, please 

ask at the Information Desk. 


